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Itinerary #6 

The wine capital and bastide towns    

Trip Time: 8+ hours * 

1:30 to Bergerac 

0:45 to Monpazier * 

0:15 to Belves 

1:40 to Bonne Routes 

Distance: 283 km 

(106 km) 

(49 km) 

(17 km) 

(111 km) 
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Main Sites:  

Bergerac 

1.5 hour visit  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
additional 1 hour 

 
 

 

Bergerac on the banks of the Dordogne is classified as a 

town of Art and History. The highlight of a trip to Bergerac 

is the old town - the area immediately north of the river, 

signposted 'vieille ville' with lovely medieval streets and 

squares to explore, with half timbered houses, intricate 

architecture, and a variety of boutique type shops. 

Place Pelissière is where you'll find the infamous statue of 

Cyrano. Place of the Mirpe houses of the boatmen. You 

can follow the towpath from the port for a walk along the 

river and a unique view of the city. 

Visit the Maison de Vins de Bergerac in the heart of the 

old town. It is a beautiful old cloister dating back to the 

12th century (you can enter this without visiting the 

museum). If you are a wine enthusiast there is an 

exhibition showing the history of Bergerac wines. 

Up from the old town, there is a newer, more modern part 

to Bergerac, with more conventional streets and a larger 

range of 'modern' shops. There are a number of 

restaurants in both 'old-town' Bergerac among the 

attractive medieval half-timbered streets and in the 

pleasant newer parts of Bergerac. There are also various 

open-air cafes where you can pass a very pleasant hour 

just watching people going about their business. 

After exploring Bergerac take a boat trip up the river for a 

new perspective. A 50 minute trip for 9,50 € departs from 

the quay in the car park at the bottom of the old town. 

Early season trips are 11h, 14h, 15h, 16h, with additional 

trips added hourly as the season builds up e.g. 12h, 17h. 

Audioguides are available in English. 

 

Monpazier 

1 hour visit 

 

A stunning bastide town, founded in 1284 by Edward 1 of 

England. Its medieval centre is preserved almost 

completely intact and may be familiar as one of the most 

photographed bastide towns in the Dordogne.  

The arcades around the edge of the square are still 

present, as is the market hall (complete with weighing 

and measuring apparatus!).  

Once entirely surrounded by thick defensive walls with six 

large stone gateways you can still one in the north and 

one in the south of the town. The main square is 

surrounded by 23 beautiful stone houses, each built with 

an open arcaded base. The church was built in the 13th-

15th century. Restaurants and café's are plentiful. 
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Belves 

 

1 hour visit 

 

 

Medieval bastide town with preserved 15th century 

covered market hall. Famous as being the 'town of seven 

bell towers' including the 11th century 'Tour de l'Auditeur', 

and Tour des Filhols. The old town was originally 

surrounded by ramparts some of which are still visible - 

wander down the rue du Petit Sol and the rue de l'oiseau 

qui chante. 

The Habitations Troglodytiques may be of interest 

(entrance by the fortified gate in the corner of the 

square). One of the highlights of Belves is its position on a 

rock outcrop, overhanging the valley of the river Nauze, 

and the views across open countryside from the town.  

Look out for the annual 'medieval festival' in early August, 

when the town reverts to the 15th century, with everything 

from jugglers to falconry on display.  

* Notes: 

Trip time does not account for stops for meals (we assume the wandering will include casual intake of food 

and drink!). 

The route between Bergerac and Monpazier will take you via Issigeac and Villereal. Both are worthy 

stopping points, but it depends how many villages you want to walk around in a day before they all start 

merging into one! The information below may help you decide. If you stop at either of them this will 

obviously extend your day. You could swap them out with the suggested itinerary and still follow the same 

driving route. 
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Issigeac 

 

 

A medieval city dating back to the 4th century. It has 

some beautiful stone houses with wood sides. The streets 

wind around themselves like the shell of a snail. Today it is 

a village of artists and craftsmen including pottery, 

painting, sculpture, stained glass, basketry, blown glass. 

The 16th century Saint-Félicien church and the castle 

(summer residence of the Bishops of Sarlat), are the most 

remarkable buildings but also the house "mushroom" and 

the "house heads" named after the enormous grimacing 

heads beneath the window sills. 

If you decide to stop you will easily find the car park as 

you drive through on the D14. See detailed map marked 

with a star. Just park up, cross into the maze of little streets 

for a visit before continuing your journey. 

Villereal 

 

 

12th century bastide town occupied by the English during 

the Hundred Years War when it was surrounded by deep 

moats - now the 'ring road' that circles the town. Less 

touristy than other bastides, the 14th century market hall 

dominates the central square. Markets are still held every 

Saturday morning catering to locals rather than tourists so 

is quite lively all year. Night markets in summer every 

Monday provide local entertainment, a chance to enjoy 

local produce and a lively atmosphere.  

"A guided walk through the bastide" from the tourist office 

directs you to lots of things you may otherwise miss such 

as the Leper House with its elaborate sculpted door and 

old stone sinks. The fortified Church of Notre-Dame in the 

adjacent square was originally surrounded by a moat and 

reached by a drawbridge. The church tower was once a 

small prison. The area below the church is the best for 

seeing the medieval houses looming over narrow alleys. 

If you choose to stop then take a right turn as you arrive 

at the town to go to the large car park just on the ring 

road, then walk across the road into the town. When you 

return, turn left out of the parking and resume your journey 

by following the ring road round to the right. 

 

 


