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Itinerary #5 

Underground church and riverside abbey    

Trip Time: 8 hours * 

1:30 to Aubeterre sur Dronne 

0:25 to Grant Etang de Jemaye 

0:55 to Brantôme 

0:40 to Bonne Routes 

Distance: 212 km 

(92 km) 

(23 km) 

(54 km) 

(43 km) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

* Notes: 

If you choose to stop for lunch at Aubeterre or dinner at Brantome this will extend the duration of your trip 

accordingly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map data © 2019 GeoBasis-KE/BKG (©2009), Google, Inst. Geogr. Nacional 
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Main Sites:  

Aubeterre sur Drone 

1.5 hour visit  

 

Beautiful little village with narrow cobbled streets, art 

shops, cafe on the square and busy local market (Sunday 

mornings). 

The Eglise Monolithe Saint-Jean (12th century) is the 

largest subterranean church in Europe - the nave is 20m 

high surrounded by a gallery and hundreds of sarcophagi 

in the necropolis. Its original purpose was to conserve 

religious artefacts in a series of pits, and in a reliquary (“a 

container of Holy relics”), inspired by the Sepulchre in 

Jerusalem. The church and crypt were hidden for 

centuries by a rock fall, and rediscovered in the 1950’s. A 

multi-lingual audio tour guides you around the site. 

Take a walk around the village and stop at a boulangerie 

to get some provisions for a picnic at the lake, or stop for 

an early lunch. Try Creperie de la Source just off the main 

square or Le Garage for burgers, wraps and ice-cream on 

the open terrace. 

 

Grand Etang de Jemaye  

Times depend on activities 

 

 

A sensitive natural area, six interlinked ponds at Jemaye 

have been the subject of a vast renovation project 

respecting the natural setting. Located in the heart of the 

Double, there is a discovery circuit through the pine trees 

over wooden bridges, fitness trail, hiking and an 

observatory. In summer, as well as supervised swimming 

on the beach in the summer. Remember your towels if 

you fancy a dip! 

Two wooden cabins near the beach sell hot and cold 

drinks, snacks and a classic brasserie menu. 

Brantôme 

 

1 hour visit 

 

 

 

One of the most photographed scenes in the Dordogne – 

the Abbey of Brantôme. Wooded cliffs loom up behind 

the 8th century Benedictine abbey (one of the oldest in 

France) and the river Dronne runs around the village. 

Known as the Venice of Périgord there is plenty of 

medieval architecture to see. Collect a map from the 

tourist office which shows 41 numbered panels around the 

town.  

 

 

Behind the abbey are troglodyte dwellings used by the 

original monks and a cave with the remarkable sculpture 
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of ‘The Last Judgement’. A self-guided tour is purchased 

at the turnstiles by credit card or in the tourist office across 

the bridge. 

A tour of the abbey tower (130 steps up) is available from 

the tourist office on the opposite side of the river. Tours 

start from the office.  

There are plenty of restaurants in the town serving a whole 

range of dishes, virtually all of which have excellent 

reviews so you can't go wrong. 

 

Brantôme Cruise 

 

 

50 minute river cruises run April to October: 14h, 15h, 16h; 

with extra cruises in May (17h) and June to September 

(11h, 17h). 

Board next to the Moulin bridge on the Abbey side of the 

river. 

Boat trip 8 € (cash only) 

 

 


