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Itinerary #4 

Spectacular journeys    
Trip Time: 10 hours * 

1:45 to Martel 

0:30 to Gouffre de Padirac 

0:20 to Rocamdaour 

2:00 to Bonne Routes 

Distance: 327 km 

(132 km) 

(29 km) 

(15 km) 

(151 km) 

 

 
 

 

Map data © 2019 GeoBasis-KE/BKG (©2009), Google, Inst. Geogr. Nacional 
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Main Sites:  

Martel – Steam Train  

1.5 hour visit  

The Chemin de fer touristique du Haut-Quercy offers a 

scenic trip on a steam pulled (or diesel) open train 

through the Dordogne valley. The 1 hour round trip from 

Martel provides a couple of stopping points so you can 

see the valley, the train (and the gift shop). There are lots 

of old trains and parts around the yard and a museum in 

the station (1€ turnstile).  

Steam trains run Sundays and bank holidays in low season 

at 11h00, 14h30 16h00, and daily (excepting Saturdays) in 

July and August with additional departures. Arrive 30 

minutes before departure. There is a café in high season. 

 

Martel - Village  

0.5 hour visit (not including lunch) 

 

Martel is listed as a 'town of art and history' and is a well 

preserved medieval village. It is known as the town of 

seven towers. Pick up a map from the tourist office in the 

main square to help you find them! Some of the ramparts 

of the 12th and 14th century still remain, including some of 

the stone gateways.  

Market days are Wednesday and Saturday mornings. In 

the 19th century Martel was an important town in the 

truffle market. On the edge of town there is a walnut mill 

that you can visit and watch the production of walnut oil 

which is available to buy in the shop. 

For lunch try Plein Sud Martel or Le Crepsecule in/just off 

the main square.  

  

Gouffre de Padirac  

2 hour visit (tour is 1.5 hours) 

 

The enormous chasm at Padirac is about 99 metres 

around the rim, and you will descend 75 metres to enter 

the cave system (a lift is available). You could be fooled 

into thinking you're in the bird cage on the Isla Sorna in 

Jurassic Park. 

After the initial descent, take a boat ride along a 

subterranean stream, and pass through various 

underground caverns full of extraordinary rock formations.  

There are lots of steps to move between galleries and 

admire the cavern from on high as well as below. Access 

to the Salle du Grand Dôme involves 150 steps going up 

and 150 steps going down. Visitors can opt out of this part 

of the tour, but it's not too strenuous. 

The tour is approximately 1.5 hours. You can book tickets 

online 24 hours in advance. Multi-lingual audio guides are 

issued at the entrance pavilion. There are a number of 

dining options on site (Auberge de Gouffre, Buvette for 

burger-type snacks, and a kiosk).  
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Rocamadour 

 

1.5 hour visit 

 

 

One of the grand sites of France, this small cliff-side village 

is known for the Cité Réligieuse complex of religious 

buildings, accessed via the Grand Escalier staircase. It 

includes the Chapelle Notre-Dame, with its Black 

Madonna statue, and the Romanesque-Gothic Basilica of 

St-Sauveur.  

There is a lift (Ascenseur de Rocamadour) from the lower 

to middle level of the village where the chapels are, and 

the 'Ascenseur Incline' to the top for the chateau. 

You can walk around the ramparts of the chateau at the 

top of the village (ticket office/machine at the entrance) 

to get some great views over the village and valley and 

watch the eagles circling overhead.  

The Rocher des Aigles bird of prey centre is next to the 

chateau parking. You could catch the 16h00 presentation 

depending on how you plan your day. 

 

If you are parking in the valley, as you pass the cemetery 

in l'Hospitalet there is parking for a bar/restaurant on the 

right. Pull in for some outstanding views of the village 

across the valley, and stop for a crepe! You could also 

park up in the l'Hospitalet and walk down to the 

Belvedere where a new viewing platform offers similar 

views. 

In the valley you can continue driving along the D32 in for 

some great views of the village – there are a couple of 

pull outs where you can stop, and use the train turning are 

to spin round to come back. Do so at your own risk! 

 

* Notes:  

An early start is recommended to arrive for the 11h00 train at Martel, or start later for the 14h00 departure.  

There are varied options for parking in Martel which can be found in the map/sat nav if you wish to park 

somewhere other than the station parking. 

 If you are not interested in the steam train ride you can still follow the directions as you will drive through 

Martel to get to Gouffre de Padirac. Just select Trip #G07 to start.  

Stopping for a meal in Martel or Rocamadour will extend the trip time.  

 

 

 


